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SUB J : NEW NATIONALIST M.P. CROSSES AISLE 
REF: VALLETTA 2370, DEC 1, 1973 

1. ALFRED BALDACCHINO, THE NEWLY ELECTED NATIONALIST 
M.P. (REFTEL), ANNOUNCED IN PARLIAMENT JAN 30 THAT HE 
HAD DECIDED TO JOIN WITH LABOR. THIS MOVES GIVES THE 
MLP A THREE-SEAT MAJORITY, I.E., 29 TO 26. 

2. IN A PERSONAL EXPLANATION. BALDACCHINO SAID THAT 
AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL HE HAD WORKED AT THE DRYDOCKS, 
WHERE HE WAS CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNIONS. LATER 
HE HAD ATTENDED THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS COLLEGE IN UK. 
THUS HE HAD NINE YEARS' CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH 94(34 , 
WHICH LEFT AN IMPRINT ON HIS CHARACTER WHICH ATTRACTED 
HIM TO LABOR. 
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ELECTIONS, HE HAD BEENDRAWN TOWARD MLP, BU THE 
NATIONALIST FOREIGN POLICY BASED ON MAINTAINING 
MALTA'S LINK WITH BEITIAN AND WEST OFFERED A 
BETTER GUARANTEE FOR MALTA'S FUTURE. FOLLOWING GOM'S 
SETTLEMENT WITH UK HE HAD SUSPENDED HIS POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES. WHEN THE CASUAL ELECTION FOR THE 
DECEASED NATIONALIST SEAT BECAME DUE, HE HAD A 
DIFFICULT DECISION TO MAKE, BUT SINCE HE HAD FOUGHT 
THE ELECTION, HE HAD DECIDED TO NOMINATE HIMSELF 
AGAIN; BUT AT THE SAME TIME HE RECOGNIZED THAT HIS 
POSITION WAS ANOMALOUS VIS-A-VIS THE NATIONALIST 
PARTY POLICY. 

4. ON JAN 29, HE HAD CALLED ON P.M. MINTOFF FOR 
ADVICE WITHOUT OFFERING ANYTHING OR ACCEPTING ANY- 
THING. MINTOFF WARNED HIM TO BE SURE ABOUT HIS 
DECISION, BECAUSE IF HE CHANGED HIS MIND, IT WOULD 
MEAN THE END OF HIS POLITICAL LIFE. BALDACCHINO 
ASSURED HIM THAT HE WAS TAKING THIS STEP WITH A CLEAR 
CONSCIENCE, AND MINTOFF THEN ACCEPTED HIM INTO THE 
LABOR PARLIAMENTARY GROUP. 

5. BALDACCHINO'S STATEMENT CAUSED AN UPROAR IN THE 
HOUSE, BLOWS WERE EXCHANGED, AND THE SPEAKER HAD TO 
SUSPEND THE SITTING FOR TWENTY MINUTES. THE HOUSE 
LATER ADJOURNED UNTIL MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BALDACCHINO'S DEFECTION TO 
LABOR IS A BLOW TO THE NATIONALIST. AND GIVES THE 
MLP SOMEWHAT MORE SECURITY AND FREEDOM OF ACTION, 

IT IS UNLIKELY TO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON 

THE PARLIAMENTARY SITUATION. NATIONALIST WILL BE 
PARTICULARLY OUTRAGED SINCE IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT 
BALDICCINO HAD MADE UP HIS MIND TO CROSS OVER WH 
HE PRESENTED HIMSELF AS A NATIONALIST CANDIDATE IN THE 
CASUAL ELECTION.GETZ 
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